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DIFFERENCE
making a

By Suzanne Major, Treasured Time Inc.

Suzanne Major is the founder/CEO of Treasured Time Inc., a 
501c3 based out of Seymour, Connecticut. Suzanne is asked 
regularly what motivated her to start Treasured Time, 
below is her story….

A very good friend of mine was happily married with three 
beautiful children. We met because our kids went to school 
together. I was surprised when I learned one of their children 
had been battling ALL acute lymphoblastic leukemia but 
thankfully, was in remission. Then the walls came crashing 
down. Her husband was diagnosed with Melanoma.

When my friend told me the devastating news that her husband 
was terminal, I set out to help them. I organized a food chain 
and enlisted volunteers for support. I watched as she struggled 
to maintain her children’s lives while caring for the man she 
loved and preparing herself for what was to come. I was never 
able to do as much as I wanted to do before he passed away.

Treasured Time, Inc. was born shortly after. I realized that the 
thing this strong and courageous family held onto the most was 
their happy memories. Treasured Time was created to give the 
Gift of Moments. 

At Treasured Time, our goal is to help grant the wishes of par-
ents with life-threatening medical conditions, who seek to cre-
ate a memorable family experience, during an incredibly difficult 
time in their life.  Our unique approach is in understanding the 
value of getting to know our families well, so that we can come 
to appreciate what really matters to them most. 

Together we work to develop creative adventures and once-in-
a-life-time experiences.  These experiences will be the building 
blocks that create lasting memories for our families for years to 
come.  The team at Treasured Time wants families to be given 
the opportunity to laugh a bit harder, love a bit more, and fond-
ly remember the “gift of moments” forever. 

At Treasured Time we rely on medical professionals, social 
workers, and the parents suffering from life threatening illnesses 
for referrals.  In order for a parent(s) to qualify for the “Gift of 
Moments” program they must have a life threatening illness and 
have at least one child between the ages of three (3) and eigh-
teen (18).  Only one child needs to meet the age requirement.  
Once families go through the screening process, the application 
is presented to the board for approval.  If approved, the family 
then meets with a representative of the Family Relations Com-
mittee to begin implementing their wish.   

What we do at Treasured Time is give these families the oppor-
tunity to create an unforgettable memory with their children. 
Without the families we have already helped and the families 
like the Chevarella family, who’s “Gift of Moments” is currently 
in the planning stages, we would not have come this far. 

Jodi Chevarella is 44 and lives in Derby, CT. She was diagnosed 
5 years ago with stage 2 breast cancer, and underwent 1 year of 
chemotherapy and radiation and then had a double mastectomy 
and hysterectomy. Jodi was fortunate enough to be one of the 
few that were able to go into remission after her very vigorous 
treatment and spent many years free and clear of cancer. 

In November 2014, Jodi was diagnosed with cancer once again. 
This time it was stage IV metastatic breast cancer. It had spread to 
her spine, lungs, and sternum. She was once again put on radiation 
and chemotherapy. Jodi is currently undergoing infusions every 
three weeks and gets scans every three months for progress checks. 

Jodi is happily married to Dave who is a school teacher. Dave 
also coaches basketball and football.  Jodi, despite her illness has 
been able to work at Bright Horizons for the last 18 years.  Jodi 
also teaches catechism classes on Mondays at the Holy Rosary 
Church. Jodi’s brother takes her to all of her appointments 
because her husband doesn’t want to accept her diagnosis. 

Jodi and Dave have four children. Anna, 16, David, 14, Isabelle, 
12 and Jenna, 10. Jenna is special needs. They all are active stu-
dents in the Derby School District. 

Jodi knows that this diagnosis will not have the same outcome 
as it did 5 years ago and while they don’t talk prognosis, Jodi 
knows that this is different. Jodi wants the opportunity to be 
able to create a lasting memory by going on a cruise with her 
family. They have never been on a cruise and this is something 
she has always wanted to do. 

In the two years since we granted our first wish, we have granted 
the wishes of 17 families, and we have applications coming in 
weekly.  We have had a lot of success since we started, and even 
had the honor of being invited by The Today Show, to do a 
national story on our families and what we do at Treasured Time. 

As Treasured Time looks to expand into other states, it is very 
important that we bring awareness about our organization and 
what we do to other communities outside of our own. We are a 
self-funded organization and we need the help of our support-
ers so that we can continue to create these memorable moments 
for our current and future families. We are asking for your help. 
Please visit our website at www.treasuredtime.org to see the 
many ways that you can help us or to simply make a donation. 

”“What we do at Treasured Time is give these families the opportunity 

to create an unforgettable memory with their children. 
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